
 

 

AS ACTED UPON DURING A DULY NOTICED OPEN MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 
TOWN OF HENRIETTA, COUNTY OF MONROE, STATE OF NEW YORK, HELD AT THE HENRIETTA TOWN 
HALL AT 475 CALKINS ROAD, HENRIETTA, NEW YORK ON FEBRUARY 26, 2020 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION #5-93/2020 To Accept SEQR Determination and Issue Negative Declaration for 

Namaste Solar 
 
 
 
On Motion of Seconded by  
Councilmember Barley Supervisor Schultz 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Henrietta received an application from Namaste Solar (the “Application”) 
for the development of a 5MW AC Commercial Solar Energy System on property in close proximity to 
6161 East River Road and on portions of land having the Tax Map ID Nos. 201.01-1-46.112, 201.01-1-
46.113, and 201.01-1-47 and requires a special use permit (collectively, “the Project”), and  
 

WHEREAS, the Henrietta Town Board has been established as lead agency for purposes of the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQR”), and 
 

WHEREAS, the Henrietta Town Board has carefully considered and taken a hard look at all 
potential environmental impacts of the Project, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed Parts 2 and 3 of the EAF, which are attached hereto, 
and has carefully considered the information contained therein. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to SEQR, the Town Board hereby adopts and 
approves the attached Parts 2 and 3 of the EAF. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based upon all available information, and after examining the 
relevant issues, the Town Board hereby determines that the Project will not have a potentially significant 
adverse impact on the environment, and hereby issues a negative declaration.  
 
 
 
Duly put to a vote: 
Councilmember Barley voting Aye 
Councilmember Stafford voting Aye 
Councilmember Sefranek voting Aye 
Councilmember Bolzner voting Aye 
Supervisor Schultz voting Aye 

Carried 

 
  



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
The solar facility itself will be hosted by a portion of parcel(s): 201.01-1-47, 201.01-1-46.112 
and 201.01-1-46.113, which together, along with parcel(s) 201.01-1-45 and 201.01-1-46-221 
make up a ~102.2 acre working farm near 6161 E. River Road, Henrietta NY 14586
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Kyle Sundman Januiary 17, 2020

Project Developer
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Supporting information for: 
 
Namaste Solar Full Environmental Assessment Form 
 
Item E.1.b Land uses and covertypes on the project site 
 

Approximately 6.25 acres of the site proposed for the installation of the 
solar array and equipment has been recently cultivated.  While the 
cultivation of that land will not be possible with the installation of the 
solar panels and racking system, the site is intended to be restored with a 
hyper local native seed mix of nutrient plants with pollinator friendly 
species to support continued animal agricultural uses. 

 
Item E.2.h Surface Water Features 
 

The attached map shows the proposed location of the solar array on the 
property in relation to wetland areas in close proximity.   
 
Wetland W1 and W3 are approximate locations of federal wetland areas, as 
presented in the Critical Issues Analysis Report for this site, as prepared 
by TRC Environmental Corporation in June 2017.  There are no buffer 
areas associated with federal wetland areas. 
 
Wetland W2 includes both federal and NYSDEC designated wetland HR-
12.  A 100-foot buffer beyond the delineated boundary of State wetlands is 
required, and has been provided. 
 
The site layout shows that the proposed project will not impact any of the 
surrounding wetland areas.   
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Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and
Determination of Significance

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.
Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.
The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.
Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:    Type 1   Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project:   Part 1   Part 2   Part 3 

FEAF 2019

✔

✔✔ ✔

For the support documentation for Part 2, see the attached "EAF Part 3 for the Namaste Solar Commercial Solar Energy System" Special Use Permit
supplement dated February 21, 2020.

Namaste Solar

February 21, 2020





Page 1 of 4 
 

EAF Part 3 for the Namaste Solar Commercial Solar Energy System 
Special Use Permit Application No. 20-003 

 
Revised February 25, 2020 

 
In addition to the narrative below, this EAF Part 2 hereby incorporates the following, which is made 
a part of this Part 3 reasoned elaboration; 
 

a. Special Use Permit Application Number 2020-003 and supporting documentation 
prepared by Namaste Solar dated January 17 2020; 

b. Critical Issues Analysis for the Remelt Solar Project, prepared by TRC 
Environmental Corporation dated June 2017; 

c. Full Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1, prepared by Namaste Solar and 
Larsen Engineers dated January 17, 2020; 

d. New York Community Solar Decommissioning Plan, prepared by Remelt Solar 1 
LLC, an affiliate of Namaste Solar dated February 20, 2020; 

e. Operations and Maintenance Plan, prepared by Remelt Solar 1 LLC, an affiliate of 
Namaste Solar dated February, 2020; 

f. Memorandum of Lease Template, drafted February, 2020;  

g. Conceptual Site Plan Drawings for the Remelt Redux Project, revised January 29, 
2020. 

 
1. Impact on Land  

 
1f.  If the site requires any earthwork, then a grading plan will be in required to ensure that 

erosion does not occur.  The site will be inspected once a week throughout construction to 
monitor the condition of the erosion control until ground cover has been established. 

 
2. Impact on Geological Features 

 
No impact; there are no geological features on or adjacent to the site.  

 
3. Impacts on Surface Water  

 
3e.  The action has the potential to create turbidity and sediment to the surrounding drainage 

system if the proper erosion control devices are not implemented or properly maintained.  
A stormwater pollution prevention plan and grading plan (SWPPP) may be required if 
more than one acre of land is disturbed.  The SWPPP will have to be prepared in 
accordance with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and 
Town of Henrietta standards.  The grading plan, if required, will have to use 
sedimentation basins, stone check dams, stabilized construction entrances, silt fence, and 
other erosion control devices to control site erosion.  Also, site inspections will be 
performed once a week until the site is stabilized to ensure that erosion is not leaving the 
site.  

 
3h. See paragraph 3e. 
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3i.    See paragraph 3e. 

 
4. Impact on Groundwater 

 
No impact; the project will not use or impact the groundwater, nor will it result in contaminants 
which may be introduced to the groundwater.   
 

5. Impact on Flooding  
 

No impact. 
 

6. Impacts on Air 
 
No impact.  
 

7. Impact on Plants and Animals 
 
7b.  It appears from the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) that there is a potential presence 

of the northern long-eared bat located in the vicinity of the project.  The majority of the 
site is located within an area that is already cleared or used as a Christmas tree farm, so 
there will be minimum impact on the habitat for the northern long-eared bat.  Regardless, 
if any of the proposed trees are within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum, tree removal 
should be prohibited from June 1 to July 31.  In addition, a consultation letter should be 
sent to the New York Natural Heritage Program and the USFWS to determine whether 
or not there are known occurrences of the northern long-eared bat within the vicinity of 
the site and if the project falls within the ranges described above before any tree clearing 
occurs. 

 
It appears form the NYSDEC Resource Mapper that there may be a threatened tree 
species, the big shellbark hickory, located in the vicinity of the site.  The big shellbark 
hickory is a floodplain tree species and is typically located near floodplains and wetlands.  
Since neither of those is located within the project site it is unlikely that the big shellbark 
hickory will be an issue, but further filed reconnaissance and surveys shall be provided to 
determine if this is the case. 

 
  It also appears form the US Fish & Wildlife Service that there are nineteen species of 

migratory birds that may use the project site.  The majority of the site is located within an 
area that is already cleared or used as a Christmas tree farm, so there will be minimum 
impact on the habitat for the migratory birds.  Regardless, field investigations will need to 
be performed to assess the potential habitat.  Also, an informal consultation should be 
held with regulatory agencies that will help assist in assessing the potential habitats for the 
migratory birds. 

 
8. Impact on Agricultural Resources 

 
8a.   The project site is located within a Monroe County agricultural district.  However, the 

proposed use will not create any materially adverse impacts that cannot be mitigated. 
While the panels will displace some low-value agriculture (a Christmas tree nursery), the 
panels will not be in the areas of the farm that contain the high-value agriculture. In 
addition, the proposed use will plant native plants including nitrogen fixers and 
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pollinators so as to restore the soil underneath the panels since the current pine trees have 
acidified the soil over the years. As a result, when the arrays are removed, the soil will be 
better for agricultural use than it is today.  Additionally, deed restrictions will be recorded 
maintaining agricultural use on not less than seventy-five percent of the farmland parcels 
upon which the solar field is located.  

 
8c. If the proposed project results in the compaction of the soil, then soil decompaction will 

be required to a depth of eighteen inches and by using a tractor mounted deep ripper or a 
heavy-duty chisel plow. 

 
8d.   See paragraph 8a. 

 
9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources 

 
No impact, there are no scenic or aesthetic resources in the vicinity of the site.  

 
10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources 

 
10c.  Since the site is located within an area designated as archeologically sensitive, a Phase IA 

Cultural Resource Investigation may be required.  The applicant will have to provide 
documentation to the Town and to the New York State Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) stating that there are no archeological issues prior to commencing 
any construction work. 

 
11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation 

 
No impact.  
 

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas 
 

No impact, there are no CEA’s on or adjacent to the site. 
 
13. Impact on Transportation  

 
No impact.  Little or no traffic will be generated by this project. 

 
14.  Impact on Energy 
 

No impact, there is ample energy capacity present in the area.  Also, the solar energy facility will 
benefit the community by generating up to five megawatts of renewable energy.  
 

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light 
 
Minor impact; during construction, noise will be kept below the Town’s local ordinance levels 
and time periods.  

 
16. Impact on Human Health 

 
No impact.  The proposed use will not create any materially noxious, offensive, or injurious issues. 
The only potential contamination would be due to the deterioration of abandoned solar panels. 
Because the code requires a decommissioning bond or escrow to fully cover the removal and 
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proper disposal of the solar panels, even that potential has been eliminated.  Also, the proposed 
use as a solar facility will not generate waste that would impact human health. 

 
17. Consistency with Community Plans 

 
No impact.  The Update to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, adopted January 2019, added 
large scale solar arrays up to 25-acres to be installed on working farms as part of the code 
changes suggested in the Farmland Protection Plan that was adopted in the spring of 2018. A 
full GEIS was conducted as part of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and saw that by allowing 
these solar arrays on working farms, it would help preserve agriculture in Town by providing 
auxiliary farm income. As part of the recommendations from the Farmland Protection Plan, 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update, and associated GEIS, the arrays would be installed in a 
manner that minimizes agricultural impacts on the working farms and that revitalizes the soil 
lying under the arrays. The proposed use meets all of the standards dictated in those plans and 
studies. 
 

18. Consistency with Community Character  
 
No impact, the project will result in no demand for community services. 

 




