
Tinker Nature Park is a 68 acre, handicap
accessible park. It features a 1.2 mile
walking/exercise trail, a 1/2 mile nature
trail, and several museums on the
property.

In 1994, Henry Hansen made possible
the purchase of a log cabin building
which became the Hansen Nature
Center. In 1998, he provided funds for
the building of an addition which more
than doubled the Nature Center’s size.
The nature center features displays on
the Natural History of New York and
offers classes year round.

plants of
interest
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Adaptations- special traits animal species develop over time to
help the species survive in their environment
Catkin- a string of tiny flowers, usually yellow or green. This type
of flower usually spreads its pollen in the wind.
Classification- process of grouping plants and animals according
to shared qualities or characteristics into smaller and more
specific groups
Deciduous- plants that drop their leaves in autumn
Endocarp- the innermost layer of the pericarp which surrounds a
seed in a fruit. It may be membranous (as in apples) or woody (as
in the stone of a peach or cherry)
Habitat- area that has the food, water, shelter/cover, and space
arranged in a way that meets an animal's needs
Ovary- female reproductive structure of a flower that usually
develops into a fruit
Pericarp- the part of a fruit formed from the wall of the ripened
ovary
Pistil- receives pollen to fertilize  the egg located in ovary
Riparian Zone- habitat along a river's edge. 
Samara- A type of fruit that has a papery tissue surrounding the
seed to help disperse the seed in the wind. Maple samaras are
called "helicopter seeds" in the Northeast US.
Tissue- the combination of cells that perform a similar function

A Northern Spicebush Lindera benzoin - single- or few-stemmed,
deciduous shrub, 6-12 ft. tall, with glossy leaves and slender branches
B Apple Malus sp. - up to 39', with dense crown. Native to North
America.
C Juniper Juniperus sp. - found across 4 continents in the Northern
Hemisphere. Make up the highest elevation treeline in Tibet.
D Black Walnut Juglans nigra - native to North America. Prefers
riparian zones. Important economic source for early settlers, important
food source for wildlife.
E Dwarf Elderberry Sambucus ebulus -  up to 7', small leggy shrub,
treasured for medicinal properties. 
F European Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica - Invasive shrub. Up to
25'. Twigs are usually tipped with sharp spine. 
G American Beech Fagus grandifolia - up to 115'. Important source of
food for wildlife. Trees don't produce significant crops until age 40.
H Dogwood Cornus sp. - popular for their spring blossoms, the bark
was also used during the Civil War to make tea that would treat fevers.
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A Common St. John's Wort Hypericum perforatum
Found in waste areas and open fields. Very common.
Leaves contain antidepressant compounds that regulate levels
of dopamine, interleukins, melatonin, monoamine-oxides, and
serotonin. Flowers are used fresh in olive oil as a treatment for
external ulcers, wounds, cuts, and bruises. Flower tea is folk
remedy for bladder problems, worms, dysentery, and diarrhea.
B Chicory Chicorium intybus
Found along roadsides and in disturbed soils.
Root tea has diuretic and laxative properties. Used for
jaundice, skin problems, and fevers. Root extract is a mild
sedative and may be used for gallbladder and liver ailments.
Root extracts are antibacterial and may lower heart rates.
C White Clover Trifolium repens
Found in open fields and on lawns..
Leaf tea used for colds, coughs, and fevers. Flower tea used
for rheumatism and gout.
D Jewelweed Trifolium repens
Usually grows in dense stands in moist, shady soils along water.
Leaf tea used for colds, coughs, and fevers. Flower tea used for
rheumatism and gout.
Crushed leaves in poultice form are a traditional and well-
known remedy for poison ivy. Ice cubes made from leaf tea are 
also rubbed topically on rashes. Juice from the stem before
flowering also used topically on poison ivy rash.

tomato
cucumber, pumpkin
orange
pepper
blueberry

Berry- has many seeds within a skin. Can be
encased in a hardened rind (gourds), or a
leathery rind (citrus)
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peach
black walnut
coconut
olive

Drupe- has fleshy fruit and a single seed with a
hard endocarp

raspberry
strawberry

Aggregate- develop from a single flower that
had many pistils 

pineapple
fig
mulberry

Multiple- are created when multiple flowers
come together and form a fruit

An OLIVE is a fruit?! Well it is according to
botanists! A fruit is the seed-bearing structure
of a flowering plant. In the kitchen, we think of a

fruit as a sweet-tasting plant part.
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There are so many different varieties of fruit, it's hard to
describe the process on one page. Here is a simple

diagram of a tomato fruit being formed, which is a type of
berry!

P O L L I N A T I O N !

The fruiting process can't even happen without
pollination! About 2/3 of our crops depend on insect-

pollination to happen. That means an insect carries pollen
grains from the stamen of one flower to the pistil of
another flower while they are in search of nectar. That
pollen transer begins the whole fruit making process.
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